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ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE 
 

SPOTLIGHT is produced by Holy Cross Church, Sarratt, for the people of the village and 

hamlets and welcomes reports of ALL village activities HOLY CROSS - making Jesus known - a 

church for the whole community  
EDITOR Vacancy sarrattspotlight@googlemail.com  

ADVERTISING Vacancy See email above  

ASSOCIATE EDITOR Tony Bond familybond@live.co.uk, 261941  

MORE ABOUT  

the Benefice: www. hcsp.net the Village: sarrattvillage.co.uk 

SOME USEFUL CONTACTS  
CHURCH OF ENGLAND PARISH CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, 

SARRATT Rector Revôd Michele du Saire  
New Vicarage, The Street, Chipperfield, Herts WD4 9BJ, or rector.hcsp@gmail.com 265848 or 07722-
028498 
 
Readers Mrs. Angela Coakley angelac3000@aol.com, or 264380 
 
Churchwardens 

Mr. Philip Waine  268904 
Nikki Clough 07795- 362953 

 
Organist/Choirmaster 

Mrs. Linda Clough  264884 
Mr. David Clough  264884 

Administrator Mrs. Sonya Tolmie holycrossstpauls@btconnect.com, or 264377 
Youth Worker c/o Revôd Michele du Saire during vacancy  

Friends of Holy Cross Mrs. Kate Hobhouse kate@hobhouse.uk.com 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY MOTHER OF THE SAVIOUR, CHIPPERFIELD  

Priest Fr. Richard Mway-Zeng, The Presbytery, 96 The Crescent, Abbots Langley WD5 0DS Tel. 

266177 Sunday Holy Mass 10am Saturday Vigil Mass 6:30pm Tuesday/Friday Holy Mass 10am 
 

SARRATT PARISH COUNCIL: visit sarrattparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Chair Cllr. Sarah Dobson  07881 500488  

Parish Clerk Mrs. Caroline Owen sarratt_parish@btconnect.com, or 262025  

Parish Office hours Monday - Friday 11:00 am- 1pm during the COVID outbreak   

Additional opening from 7pm on the evenings of meetings.   

Alternative arrangements will be notified on the Office Door.   

THREE RIVERS DC District Councillor Mr. Ciaran Reed   07584 430633  

 District Councillor Mrs. Alex Hayward 291574  

  District Councillor Ms. Alison Wall 351140  

HERTFORDSHIRE CC County Councillor Mr. Phil Williams 07738-293769  

SARRATT CoE SCHOOL Head Teacher Mrs. N.OôHare 262003  

COMMUNITY BOOKINGS Village Hall website: www.sarrattvillagehall.co.uk  

VILLAGE HALL Bookings Secretary: 265881 or 07515-452124  

  e-mail:sarrattvillagehallbookings@live.co.uk  

SARRATT CARE Hours: 10am - 12noon Monday to Friday 270577  

POLICE Neighbourhood Watch non-emergency number 101  

mailto:familybond@live.co.uk
http://sarrattvillage.co.uk/
mailto:rector.hcsp@gmail.com
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From The New Vicarage 
 

Freedom in Christ 
  

St Paul concludes his letter to the churches of Galatia by reminding them of 

the freedom they have in Christ. His letter was written to address the 

conflicts within the community around the question of whether non-Jewish 

converts to Christianity needed to adhere to Jewish traditions (particularly 

circumcision).  As the Good News of Jesus spread beyond its geographical 

roots and into the Gentile world, the question óWhat must I do to be 

saved?ô  needed to be answered.   St Paulôs letter to the Galatians endeavours 

to settle the debate.  In it he argues that salvation is a free gift from God, but 

to be a truly free gift, it must come without rules attached.    Accepting this 

gift and believing in Jesus Christ is not about setting aside one set of laws 

and rituals only to subscribe to another.  What lies at the heart of Christian 

freedom is the understanding that we are free from the burden of being 

perfect (getting it right all the time), and all the societal and psychological 

consequences that flow from that.    Through history a great deal of damage 

has been caused by the mis-understanding of what freedom really is.  We are 

prone to talk about loss of personal freedom, insist on freedom of choice, 

and often act in ways that demonstrate we do not consider the far-reaching 

consequences of the exercise of our freedoms.  I confess to being deeply 

distressed by the hype and terminology around the lifting of lockdown.  How 

can we speak of óFreedom Dayô when the lifting of restrictions will mean 

that many in our country will experience greater confinement?   Yes, of 

course there needs to be a better way of living with the virus so that peopleôs 

lives are not decimated and we can once again experience the well-being that 

comes from the things that are fundamental to our nature -  work and social- 

interaction.   When I consider the gift of freedom that Christ gives, it 

overwhelms me that he would do this for me - for everyone. But freedom is 

costly: Jesus gives his life that I may have this gift.  How might I honour 

this?  Following his example and giving something of myself so that others 

may know freedom seems to be a good place to start.  I end this short 

reflection by returning to St Paulôs letter, within it is the reminder do not use 

your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.   

 

Be blessed and be a blessing to others 

 

Michele 

Rector to the Benefice of Sarratt and Chipperfield 
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Arrangements for Church Services in Step 4 of the 

Roadmap out of Lockdown 
 
The approach taken by the Government in the move to Step 4 of itôs 

roadmap is to remove most coronavirus legislation but to promote guidance 

that emphasises the personal and corporate responsibility of individuals and 

organisations to protect others and themselves.  

 

The Church believes that everyone is known and loved individually by God.  

As members of Godôs family, we are all equally valued and called to be 

responsible to and for one another, respecting the more vulnerable whose 

suffering is our suffering (1 Cor 12:12-27).   The move to step 4 means we 

are being asked to choose to take even more personal responsibility around 

coronavirus than when we were required by law to do so.   Taking personal 

responsibility means taking responsibility for our neighbour not just for 

ourselves.   

 

Many will be relieved that restrictions have been lifted.  It signals the return 

of singing as part of worship indoors and we can now enjoy fellowship after 

our services.   But the lifting of restrictions also means that some of our 

members will be more anxious about coming to church. 

 

For our collective well-being, and to mitigate the spread of the virus, the 

following precautions will remain in place 

¶ All the doors to the church will remain open to improve ventilation 

¶ Hand sanitiser will continue to be available for visitors,   

¶ Test and Trace will remain in place.   The QR Code will continue to 

be displayed along with sign-in sheets for those who do not use the 

NHS App.  Privacy Notices will be displayed in church and on our 

website. 

 

Attending Services  

You will no longer need to book-in to attend a service, nor will there be a 

seating plan. 

BUT we request that you 

¶ Hand sanitise before entering church 

¶ Register /sign-in using the QR Code or sheets provided. 

¶ Respect one anotherôs need to social distance 

¶ Wear a face mask until you are seated, and when you move around 
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the Church during communion and as you leave Church after the 

service.  

Everyone has a different set of criteria by which they judge whether they feel 

safe in different situations.  We have endeavoured to meet everyoneôs need 

by  

¶ creating zones (red/amber/green) in the church  

o Red Zones -  for those who wish to continue to wear a face mask 

and social distance 

 Holy Cross Church - South Transept  

 St Paulôs Church - Narthex 

 

o Amber Zone ï for those who feel able to remove their face 

masks but wish to social distance 

 St Paulôs Church - rear pews and Morkill Chapel 

 

o Green Zone ï for those who feel able to remove their face masks 

+ no social distance 

 Holy Cross Church -  all other areas 

 St Paulôs Church - front five(L) or four(R) rows either 

side of the main aisle 

Please sit where you feel comfortable 

 providing a card to put next to you so that the adjacent 

space is kept free. 

 

Receiving Communion 

Both bread and wine will be administered using the simultaneous method.  

(The priest will dip the host into the wine before offering it to the 

communicant.) 

Those seated in the red zone will receive communion first.  

Other communicants will be asked to make their way to the sanctuary as 

directed. 

Refreshments 

Refreshments will be served after the service.   Please bring you own mug if 

you have any concerns.  

 

Church Opening Times 

Both Holy Cross and St Paulôs Church will be open each day between 9.00 

am and 5.00pm 

The Rector and Churchwardens will keep this under review and will advise 
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you of changes. 

Sarratt Post Office Stores 
 

Letôs continue to be on the safe side 

 

We must remain mindful of those in our community for whom Covid 

remains a significant concern.  The safety of our customers and 

volunteers remains our top priority. 

 

Volunteers will continue to wear face coverings whilst on the shop 

floor.  We will retain our Perspex screens and hand-sanitising station. 

We continue to have extensive hygiene measures in place. 

 

We will increase the numbers inside the shop 

2 at the post office 

3 in the shop 

BUT will monitor this daily. 

 

Wearing a face covering is now a personal choice.  For the safety of 

our volunteers and customers please continue to wear a face covering 

if you can and to sanitise your hands 

 

Your continued support is appreciated 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
  

PINTS OF VIEW AT THE PLOUGH,  

MONDAY, 16 AUGUST, 8pm 

 
Pints of View is an informal forum in which to explore topical 

matters, aspects of faith, moral issues and dilemmas over a pint of 

beer, a coffee or soft drink. Paul Olney led a good discussion in July 

on the topic of corporate ethics. Our next meeting will be at The 

Plough on Monday 16 August at 8pm. Everyone is welcome. Come 

and consider how the world can be put to rights. 

John Guy 
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WHATôS ON WHEN? ...AND WHERE IN 

SPOTLIGHT  

When? 

August 

What? Page 

 

Wednesday 4 

Sunday 8  

Monday 9 

Thursday 12 

 

Monday 16 

Wednesday 18 

Wednesday 18 

Sunday 15 

Sunday 15 

Monday 16 

 

 

Coffee Corner 

Sarratt Wildlife Volunteers 

Pop up Community Cafe 

Community Garden Open 

Evening 

Pints of View 

SPC Meeting 

Coffee Corner 

Sunday Market 

Spotlight deadline 

Care Lunch 

 

 

21 

22 

19 

19 

 

6 

42 

21 

15 

48 

21 

 

 

 

 
When? 

September 
What? Page 

Monday 6 

Monday 6 

Saturday 11 

Thursday 30 

 

Thames Water Presentation 

Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Sustainability and recycling 

Meeting 

13 

17 

17 

12 
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éAND THESE REGULAR MEETINGS 

 
Sarratt Mums, Babies and Toddlers 

Group 9.30-11.30am Mondays in the 

KGV Pavilion. 

Sarratt Scout Group: Open to boys 

and girls.  Scouts aged (10-14) meets 

every Wednesday evening.  Explorers 

(aged 14-18), Cubs (aged 8-10) and 

Beavers (aged 6-8) meet every 

Thursday evening. 

Enquiries: 

info@sarrattscoutgroup.org 

Sarratt Rebels Youth Football Club:  
Training on Saturdays at KGV Field 

www.sarrattr ebels.org 

Sarratt Bowls Club  7.15pm 

Tuesdays King George V Pavilion 

Contact Roger Draycott on 223317 
email: wilyoldfox@talktalk.net.  

 

Netherby Bridge Group meets from 

2pm to 4.30pm on Thursdays in Sarratt 

Village Hallôs Back Room.  New 

individuals and pairs are welcome to 

join this friendly group of contract 

bridge players.  £2 a session includes 

teas and biscuits.  Contact John Kelly 

on 01442 834977 

Sarratt Book Club meets on the 1st 

Thursday of each month at 8pm.  

Contact Jeff Baker on 263062 for 

information 

Sarratt Youth Group meets in the 

Village Hall at 6.30pm every Sunday.  

Information at 

info@sarrattyouthgroup.org 

 

 

 

 

Sarratt Mumôs, Toddlers and Baby Group meets every 

Monday 9.30am ï 11.30am term time only, in the Pavilion at KGV 

playing field.  We are a nice friendly group.  Please come and join us.  

Enquiries to Daphne Tyler 07970 894205 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@sarrattscoutgroup.org
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Personal Paragraphs 
 
Daphne Tyler would like to announce the 

arrival of Samuel Terence.  Daphne and the 

late Terry Tylerôs 15th Grandchild.  Born on 

20th April weighing 7lbs 12ozs.   Son of 

Carly and Richie and a new brother to 

Emily 5 years old and Jack 18 months old. 

 

 

Morton Neal 
Obituary 

 
Morton Neal lived in Sarratt with his wife 

Cecilia for the past 60 years at Great Sarratt 

Hall, (co-incidentally near the area on Sarratt 

Green traditionally named Mortonôs Pond!) 

He was born 89 years ago, the grandson of 

Harry Neal, founder of the well regarded 

building firm of that name.  Knowing his 

career would be within the family business, 

Morton studied for and received a degree in Civil Engineering at 

Imperial College.  Having enjoyed his time as a Flying Officer; during 

the then compulsory National Service, he met and married, in 1954, 

Cecilia.  With his working life established in the family firm, the 

couple decided to move to Sarratt as the home for their growing 

family. 

 

While encouraging Cecilia, his wife, to use her skills in Interior 

Design to enhance the house, Morton threw himself into turning the 

garden into a plantsmanôs paradise, full of highly unusual and rare 

plants and trees. This was to become a lifelong passion.  The Sarratt 

Horticultural Society naturally attracted his interest and he was 

President for many years.  He regularly entered his garden produce 

and more often than not was awarded a prize for his vegetables.   
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Meanwhile, having become Chairman of Harry Neal on the retirement 

of his father, Godfrey, he went on to acquire too many prestigious 

directorships and trusteeships to list here. But they included being a 

trustee of the Prince of Wales Institute of Architecture, being 

Chairman of the Connaught Hotel and a Director of the Savoy Board. 

The building that he said he was most proud of was the Chapter House 

at the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban? And his personal 

interest in the Arts, shared with his wife, led him, as a Trustee, to 

organise the raising of sufficient funds for the Samuel Courtauld 

Institute to make its momentous move to Somerset House. As a 

liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Carpenters, he was 

delighted to become Master, a fitting office for someone responsible 

for the construction of so many domestic and commercial buildings in 

and around London.  In 1991 he was awarded a CBE for his work in 

chairing the City & Guilds of London Institute over a 12 year period 

from 1979 - 1991. He fully appreciated the importance of vocational 

training in the many walks of life in which he had a hand.  He was 

always thrilled when an apprentice or tradesman came up to him to 

tell him proudly that he, Morton, had signed his or her City & Guilds 

Certificate. 

 

Away from work, Morton very much thought of himself as part, not 

only of Sarratt but of the Hertfordshire Community. He became High 

Sheriff of Hertfordshire in 1999-2000. He subsequently became 

President of the Hertfordshire Agricultural Show in 2004. He was 

elected to the Court of University of Hertfordshire in 2006. Very 

much a family man, Morton, Cecilia and their three daughters and a 

son, made Sarratt the centre of their lives. They opened the garden for 

many charities over the years. 

Mortonôs life covered an extraordinary series of enormous changes in 

everyoneôs daily living and working. But Morton adapted and adjusted 

and cheerfully weathered it all. He will be greatly missed at many 

levels but in Sarratt it will be for his warm and generous personality 

and friendship that he will be remembered with particular fondness. 
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Pam Turner 
Obituary  

By Victoria Turner (niece) 

Pam was born in February 1938 on The Wirral in 

Cheshire, to her parents Florence and Charles 

Turner and the family moved to Wembley Park 

during the early part of the war.  Charles was a 

manager with Post Office Communications (a 

predecessor to BT) and his experience in establishing communications 

across Liverpool after the bombing raids there, meant that he was 

much needed in London when the bombing started in earnest. 

Both Pam and her younger brother Michael attended Buxlow Prep 

School in Wembley, and in 1949 she was offered a place at North 

London Collegiate School in Canons Park. She was incredibly happy 

at the school, was a passionate ñOld North Londonerò - attending 

alumni events and reunions whenever possible ï and kept up with 

school news and the achievements of pupils (past and present). She 

went on to read History at Westfield College and after receiving her 

degree, she took her DipEd at Cambridge.  

Her teaching career saw positions at Sarah Siddons, Bentley Wood 

(then Heriots Wood), and finally as Headmistress of Sir William 

Collins in Somers Town, before taking retirement in 1988. Sir 

William Collins was an extremely large boys school in Kings Cross, 

with many pupils living in bed and breakfast accommodation and 

speaking multiple languages. In the end however, it was the politics 

surrounding the workings of the Inner London Education Authority 

(ILEA) that finally saw her leaving the teaching profession that she 

loved. 

After living in Hampstead for all of her working life, Pam moved with 

her father to Sarratt in 1995 and quickly became part of village life.  

She was a member of the Parish Council and local WI and - as a 

passionate medieval historian ï in 1996 was one of the founding 

members of the Sarratt Local History Society. Pam travelled 

extensively through Europe and the Far East during the course of her 

life - independently and on tours as a member of NADFAS - and was 
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also an avid reader ï particularly enjoying poetry, historical fact and 

fiction. Woe betide anyone who implied that Shakespeareôs portrayal 

of Richard III was based on anything other than Tudor propaganda! 

Ours is a small and close family, and Pam will be very much missed 

by us all. She took immense pride in the achievements of her brother, 

sister-in-law, nephew, nieces and great nephews and nieces ï and 

adored Charlie her Shih Tzu.  Pam never missed a birthday, or 

Christmas, and always had a book recommendation or an interesting 

story from around the village when you called.  Phone calls or visits 

were rarely quick, but were always lively and generally involved a 

good debate on recent world events. 

Pam died on 28th May after a short illness and is buried in Sarratt 

churchyard. As a family it  brings us much happiness to know that 

sheôll forever remain in the village where she made her home and was 

so happy. 

 

 
Role of District Council and Hertfordshire County 

Council - regarding sustainability and recycling in particular. 

 

Thursday 30 September at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 

 

 Julie Greaves (Head of Sustainability/Sustainable 

Hertfordshire/Environment and Infrastructure Dept at HCC) and Elen 

Roberts (Climate Change, Sustainability, and Recycling at Three 

Rivers District Council) will making presentations about their work 

and will be taking questions from the floor. 

  

This promises to be a most interesting and revealing evening.  Please 

bring your own refreshments and questions ï this is everyoneôs 

opportunity to hear from the people at the heart of our concerns and 

for you to ask all the questions you want!!! 

  

Please put this date in your diaries. 
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Thames Water 
 

Many will remember the presentation made by Richard Aylard from 

Thames Water last September in the Village Hall on their work and 

problems with their sewage plant in Chesham.  Richard is returning on 

Friday 10 September 2021 and will be bringing us up to date on the 

work of Thames Water and will take questions from the floor. 

  

Please put this date in your diaries 

  

Alan Milsom 

~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~  
Sarratt and Chipperfield Community Foundation 

 
SCCF was founded in 2017 to be a help and support to the local 

community.  

 

We are here to help individuals and groups in the communities of 

Sarratt and Chipperfield. 

 

If you would like to know more you can 

email us at: amc.sarratt@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~  
 

The Sarratt Horti Autumn Show is back 

(government guidelines permitting!). 
 
The Show is on Saturday 4th September and is open to all from 2.30pm to 

view 

the amazing flowers, vegetables, cooking, flower arranging, arts & crafts 

and children classes in the village hall.  We will also be serving afternoon 

tea, trading stall, raffle and of course our auction at the end where you 

can pick up amazing bargains on flowers and vegetables. 

 

Time for members to start looking around the garden and preparing their 

entries for all sections.  We are using our 2020 Autumn Show Schedule 

mailto:amc.sarratt@gmail.com
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which 

is available on the Sarratt Horti Website - 

https://www.sarratthorti.co.uk/events - which also includes the entry forms 

which have to be in the previous Wednesday - 1st September at 7pm in the 

Sarratt Shop.   

 

If you need a schedule or not a member and would like to join to enter then 

please contact sarratthorti@gmail.com 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 

~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~  
 

Cancer Research UK 
 

A ñcryò for help. 

I have been a member of the local Cancer Research UK fund-raising 

committee for over 40 years (and chairman for the last 16 years or so).  We 

recently held a committee meeting to see how we could proceed forward 

after the pandemic.   

Our committee members have been diminished and we are desperate for new 

members.  We came to the conclusion that people might be afraid to join us 

as they may be called upon to offer all too much. 

This is not the case.  We meet about 6 times a year.  We organize four or 

five functions a year - from collecting outside a well known store, holding a 

coffee morning with the sale of goods, Autumn Fair (to which many of you 

have been, I am sure) and a Carol concert, which is always very popular. 

My committee consists only of local people ï from Chorleywood, Moor 

Park, Rickmansworth and Sarratt. 

If you would be interested and consider joining us, please contact me on 

262521 or you email me on mariet@bramall.net. 

Iôm looking forward to hearing from you. 

Mariet Bramall  

Chairman, Cancer Research UK (local committee) 

 

https://www.sarratthorti.co.uk/events
mailto:sarratthorti@gmail.com
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Sarratt Festival of Music 2021 
 

Weôre back! 

Over two weekends in September weôre delighted to present 4 world-

class concerts in the Village Hall. 

 

Friday September 17th           Onyx Brass   ñThe most thrilling brass 

chamber ï music of its kindò Gramophone 

 

Saturday September  18th       Sacconi String Quartet     ñA beautiful 

blend of sound ï highly engagingò The Times  

        

Friday September  24th            Leon McCawley piano ñOne of 

todayôs most impeccably musical pianistsò International Piano 

 

Saturday September  25th     Joe Stilgoe ñA very British Harry 

Connick Junior ï sheer joy!ò Sunday Times 

 

This year audience numbers will be limited so be sure to book early. 

Box office will open on 2nd August. 

Full details can be found in the leaflet enclosed with this Spotlight or 

at www.sarrattfestivalofmusic.co.uk 

~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~  
Sarratt Village Hall Re-opening Update 

We are able, from the 19th July, to welcome you all back to the 

Village Hall under more-or-less normal operational conditions, 

although masks and social distancing are still recommended, and the 

hall will still be equipped with hand sanitisers and QR posters, and we 

will want attendees to leave their details for track and trace. 

We will restart the Sunday Market on August 15th , and then run it on 

every 3rd Sunday of the month for the rest of the year. 

Your committee will follow government recommendations and 

guidelines for the operation of the Hall, and continually review the 

government instructions. 

http://www.sarrattfestivalofmusic.co.uk/
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Sarratt Football Club 

The preseason friendlies are listed below.  My first bit of news is that I 

have packed up being secretary as I think that the club needs to keep 

running smoothly and as everything is getting more technical a 

younger approach would keep things moving much better. 

Having taken on the job of secretary in 1968 I have had a good run  

out and have enjoyed most of it, particularly when we win.  

 

1st team friendlies 

Tuesday 20th July  v Sandridge Rovers  home  KO 7.15pm 

Saturday 24th July  v Lancot Park  away    KO 2.30pm 

Tuesday 27th July  v Belstone     away    KO 7.00pm 

Saturday 31st July  v Hillingdon Borough  home KO 3.00pm 

Tuesday 3rd August  v Chipperfield home KO 6.30pm Sar Chip Cup 

First League match away to Bovingdon 7th August 

 

Reserve friendlies 

Saturday 24th July away to Aylesbury Vale 

Tuesday 10th August home to Chorleywood 

 

             Mick Warner

  

Sec. 

Mick Warner 

45 Church Lane 

Sarratt 

Herts 

WD3 6HN 

01923 264618 

Chairman 
Tom Shurville 
8 Gravewood 
Close 
Chorleywood 
WD3 5PU 
 

Chairman 

Tom Shurville 

8 Gravewood 

Close 

Chorleywood 

WD3 5PU 
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SARRATT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDA TE 
 

With th e lifting of COVID re strictions, we can confirm that we 

have booked the Village Hall for: 

11am to 1pm  

Monday 6th September and  

Saturday 11th September  

for the crucial stage of the holding public 

consultations.  

Our committee meetings are in the Village Hall and open to the public - 

next meeting Monday 26 July at 1.30pm  

IT IS YOUR PLAN!  

We look forward to being able to meet you to develop it further  

~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~  
Visit to Chesham Sewage Treatment Plant 

 

On Tuesday 29th June, Nick Mortimer and I were privileged (yes it was a 

privilege!) to join a small group on a guided tour of the sewage works. It was 

an assault on the senses ï the roar of water, hum of pumps, and notable 

odour, as well as the pouring rain made for quite an experience. 

We walked round the site in the order that the water and sewage is 

processed, starting with the influx of dirty grey sewage water, and finishing 

with a surprisingly beautiful clear lake.  The sewage water enters the site at a 

rate of between 240 and 400 litres per SECOND, largely pushed on by 

gravity. The first process was the removal of what they call óragô ï this is 

ANYTHING that is not pee, poo or loo paper. They emphasised that rag was 

their biggest and most expensive problem, accounting for £70,000 per year, 

and you could almost feel a collective growl when wet wipes were 

mentioned ï these must NEVER go down the drain. Other serious and 

regular offenders were tissues (apparently these donôt break down as quickly 

as loo roll, and mustnôt go down the loo), tampons, make up products, and 

hair.   Getting these out is not only expensive, but also environmentally 

damaging, as skip after skip of them is sent to landfill ï it cannot even be 
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incinerated for energy. 

 

Once the big solid offenders have been removed, the remaining dirty water 

full of small particles is sent through an aeration circuit. This is fantastic, and 

harnesses the natural properties of certain aerobic (oxygen-using) bacteria to 

break down ammonia, phosphates, and other particles into simpler molecules 

which do not pollute the water when released back into the river.  (you might 

be thinking ï óbut ammonia and phosphates are both useful products used as 

fertilizers ï whatôs the problem?ò And youôd be right ï they are! But 

fertilizers in rivers are disastrous for river life below the surface, as bacteria 

and algae grow rapidly, using up the oxygen in the water as they respire, and 

depleting it for other organisms such as fish ï sometimes this shows itself as 

a complete green covering on the surface ï a process known as 

eutrophication). 

 

Having passed through the bacterial jacuzzi, the effluent is next sent into a 

settling tank where remaining particles sink to the bottom and are 

continuously scraped off as a sludge, which is collected and sent off to 

another site to be processed for biogas.  This process is repeated before the 

final effluent (clean water!!) is released back into the river. In dry periods, a 

full 70% of the flow of the river Chess is due to returned sewage water! 

 

We did broach the matter of the overflow into the Chess in times of 

moderate to heavy rainfall, and were shown the vast storm tank (essentially a 

huge overflow tank). It is when this also overflows that the untreated effluent 

is released directly into the river (it must be noted that even when this 

happens, the solid óragô has been removed.) Thames Water have recorded 

changes in weather patterns in the last few decades, consistent with climate 

change models, and they are experiencing more intense rainfall. But this is 

not the only issue:  groundwater getting into the sewers is vastly diluting the 

sewage, and increasing the volume by 400-500%, meaning that the 

infrastructure is overwhelmed more often, and these discharges have come to 

public attention. This infiltration could be managed and prevented with more 

investment.  There are also the issues of land management,(ï soils high in 

organic matter and vegetation are better at absorbing water and slowly 

releasing it, as are woodlands and other porous surfaces ï yet another reason 

to look after our woods and soils.) ï and domestic water use ï less water 

down the drains means less dilution and a lower volume of effluent ï 

therefore a lower likelihood of raw sewage in the Chess ï thatôs something 

we can all agree to work on!                Flo Garvey 
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POP UP COMMUNITY CAFE 

 
At last we can meet again! 

Monday 9th August 

2:15 - 4:30 

 

Pop up Café in the Sarratt Village Hall  

 

We will also have a tour to the new Community Garden 

behind the Sarratt store ï 3pm for those who would like to view. 

 

We really look forward to welcoming you back! 

Of course there will be delicious cakes and coffee 

 

Fun and friendship 

 

Also joining us, Sonya, with her fab Flamingo paperie cards 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
SARRATT 

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN 

 
OPEN EVENING 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12TH 6-8PM 

 

GENTLE LIV E JAZZ fro m óBLUE in GREENô 

 

BAR WITH NIBBLES  

FREE ENTRY 

 
ALL WELCOME ï COME AND HAVE A  

LOOK AT THE GARDEN IN ITS SUMMER  

ABUNDANCE 
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Sarratt Wildlife Volunteers  

 
What a beautiful morning it was for 

haymaking  on Sunday July 11th.  The 

Wildlife Volunteers were down at the far 

end of Sarratt Green, near Mortonôs Pond, 

raking up the grass which Andrew had cut 

earlier in the week.  The cutting of The 

Green is done to a plan, this far end is left 

until the beginning of July to allow the 

flowers and grass to mature, then the next section is left until October 

to allow later flowers such as Harebells and Ladyôs Bedstraw to 

flourish - look out for them around the Old Pump.  

 

It had been wet earlier in the week but the grass had had time to dry so 

we soon got the job done.  We are fortunate to have special wooden 

hay rakes which make the task much easier, and we are also grateful 

that we now have a few more volunteers. 

 

Andrew takes the hay in his trailer to the allotments where it 

eventually becomes compost. 

 

It was a sociable occasion too as we all sat on the grass ï 6ft apart ï 

drinking our coffees and eating biscuits, and chatting of course.    

Next time we shall be back at Penmans Green. Meet there at the top of 

the hill from Belsize at 10am on Sunday August  8th. 

If you would like to join us, please just turn up, or for more details 

about the Wildlife Volunteers, contact Dawn, 01923 267071 or 

dawnmlpitts@btinternet.com   
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Holy Cross Flower Festival 

A Triumph  

 
On the weekend of June 25 to 27 the Friends of Holy Cross organised 

the Flower Festival at the church. 

 

For the first time there was a tremendous Village event there on the 

Friday.  Children from the school came to show the flower displays to 

their parents ï and they stayed to enjoyed tea, ice cream, cake and 

music all afternoon. 

 

Live music continued into the evening as the Pimms and cider tent 

opened and the sunny evening was enjoyed by a good crowd whose 

enthusiasm increased as the evening progressed! An event to be 

repeated next year. 

 

The Saturday was 

lovely and tea and 

cake, bric a brac, 

plants, WI jams, cakes 

to take home, ice 

cream, cards, live 

music, cider and BBQ 

joined fabulous flower 

displays in the Church 

for a record number of people who were entertained and amused in 

equal measure. 

 

The weather almost held on the Sunday and the entertainment and 

flower displays were there 

for those who missed the 

sunshine earlier in the 

weekend. 

 

A RECORD EVENT: more 

people came, more money 
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was raised, and more cake was eaten than ever before.  

Thank you to all those involved: the flower displays, the stalls, the 

tents, the cakes, the music.  The putting up and taking down involved 

loads of lovely villagers who made this a very special event ï and one 

we were thrilled to be able to do this year (despite covid). 

Thank you, thank you, thank youééééé. 

Friends of Holy Cross 

 

 

 

More Reports from the Flower Festival 
 

Will it happen this year?  That was the question so many of us 

wondered about and suddenly, we were given the go ahead!!  

  

The theme was óMusicalsô.  We wanted everyone to feel relaxed and 

happy as they walked round 

the Church and if the 

comments received are to go 

by, this was achieved. 

 

Every Flower Festival seems 

to 

reflect 

the 

mood 

and the colours were joyous, vibrant and 

portrayed the arrangersô ingenuity. 

 

Outside, with the weather being kind to us, 

visitors were able to buy plants, cards etc and 

sample many cake and liquid delights and just 

enjoy meeting up with old friends again 

 

Margaret Stratford 
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The Flower Festival got off to a wonderful start on Friday afternoon 

with the sun shining down on all of us that came along.  

The Church looked glorious adorned with all the musical themed 

flower arrangements, from The Wizard of Oz, to Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, which our Village School children 

all helped to decorate.  

Outside children skipped and danced around while the band played 

Disney theme tunes é. Music was definitely in the air!  

The tea and cake stall  was abuzz with people enjoying delicious home 

made goodies. The cocktail bar and cider tent also did a great job at 

supplying thirsty visitors with 

refreshing drinks while they enjoyed 

the jazz music that played in to the 

evening. 

A beautiful balmy evening enjoyed 

by so many and a great way to kick 

off yet another fabulous flower 

festival in Sarratt.  
Diane Smyth 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Meals on Wheels in Sarratt 

 
For the last six weeks or so I have been a recipient of Meals on 

Wheels.  I was recovering after a (successful!) hip replacement 

operation and could not stand for too long in the kitchen to cook for 

myself, so Meals on Wheels was the solution to my problem. 

 

I would like to thank the organisers and the people who delivered a 

nice hot meal 5 days a week.  I looked forward to the friendly faces 

and often a short chat on the doorstep and then enjoyed a lovely hot 

meal.  Many thanks to all who cooked and delivered it. 

 

A wonderful service !!  

           Mariet Bramall 
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The Church of the Holy Cross, Sarratt, 

and St Paulôs Church, Chipperfield 
 

Benefice of Sarratt and Chipperfield 

Rector: The Reverend Canon Michele du Saire 

Benefice website: www.hcsp.net 

 
 
Church Services in Sarratt and Chipperfield 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend our services. Those services described as 
óFamily Servicesô are particularly child-friendly; however, families are very 
welcome indeed to attend any of the services in our churches. For each 
otherôs well-being, please wear a face mask and follow the directions of the 
sidespeople. 
 
The Rector, Churchwardens and the Parochial Church Councils of 
Holy Cross and St Paulôs continue to monitor arrangements for public 
worship in church during the pandemic. 
 

Please note service start times and venues.  
See our Benefice Weekly News Sheet on hcsp.net 

for the most up-to-date information. 
 
DVD Lending Library 
 
We have a DVD lending library of almost all of our online services, which we 
are licensed to be able to lend to anyone unable to join us in a service 
online. Please contact Sonya if you would like to borrow a DVD to watch a 
service.  
 
Opening Times: St Paulôs, Chipperfield and Holy Cross, Sarratt  
 
Both churches are open each day between 9am and 5pm 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR  FOR AUGUST 

The Church of the Holy Cross, Sarratt, and St Paulôs Church, 

Chipperfield  

 

Sunday 1 Aug. (1st Sunday of month)   9th Sunday after Trinity  

 9am     Morning Service - Holy Cross, Sarratt  

 10.30am    Holy Communion with baptism - St Paulôs, 

Chipperfield 

 

Sunday 8 (2nd Sunday of month)   10th Sunday after Trinity 

  9am     Morning Service - St Paulôs, Chipperfield  

 10.30am   Holy Communion - Holy Cross, Sarratt 

 
Sunday 15 (3rd Sunday of month)  11th Sunday after Trinity 

 9am     Holy Communion - Holy Cross, Sarratt 

 10.30am           Family Service - St Paulôs, Chipperfield - 

Outdoors 

                                    óSongs of Praiseô 

   

Sunday 22 (4th Sunday of month)   12th Sunday after Trinity  

 9am     Holy Communion - St Paulôs, Chipperfield 

 10.30am  Morning Service - Holy Cross, Sarratt 

  

Sunday 29 (5th Sunday of month)  13th Sunday after Trinity  
  10.30am       Benefice Service - St Paulôs, Chipperfield - 

Outdoors 

 

Sunday 5 Sept. (1st Sunday of month)  14th Sunday after Trinity  
 9am     Morning Service - Holy Cross, Sarratt  

 10.30am   Holy Communion - St Paulôs, Chipperfield 

 
For the most up-to-date information for all our services, 

see our Benefice Weekly News Sheet on hcsp.net 
 

Please continue to pray for the health our nation and for each 

other 
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Sarratt School  

Another very bizarre, yet very 

successful, school year has 

come to an end. We've had 

lockdown, return of home learning and lots of 

virtual events to 

adapt to. Throughout 

it all the children of 

Sarratt School have continued to wow us all 

with how resilient and adaptable they are - 

taking everything in 

their stride with a 

smile on their faces. 

Over the summer term it has been lovely to 

return to a little more 'normality' with school 

clubs restarting, visits out and about and 

celebration events taking place- all the things 

that make primary school a special and 

magical place to be for the children. 

 

Here are some of our highlights 

including; visits to Holy Cross 

Church, Sports Day, Y6 at the Snow 

Centre, Forest School, Y3 at the 

River 

Chess, 

The 

Sarratt 

Community Garden and roller skating! 

 

We hope you all have a lovely Summer, 

from all of the team at Sarratt C of E 

School. 
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Sarratt School Visit to the Community Garden 
 
On Friday 2nd July, 62 children from reception, Year 1 and Year 2 came 

to visit the Community Garden with their fabulous teachers and teaching 

assistants. They followed a trail with questions round the garden, and 

were completely delightful in their enthusiasm and considerable 

knowledge ï would you have guessed that these little people were able to 

talk confidently about life processes, photosynthesis, and germination? 

The school has been studying ecology in various guises, and the 

childrenôs positivity around all insect 

life, especially the bees, was palpable. 

They were captivated by the inside 

view of the top bar beehive (the hive 

has a viewing window built into the 

side so you can see whatôs going on 

without disturbing the bees), and were 

great at counting and identifying the 

different flying insects in the 

pollinator bed. 

We talked about the importance of looking after the soil, and they were 

brave enough to put their hands right into the compost heap, which was 

almost too hot to touch from the heat of bacterial respiration. They 

brought things to add to the heap, so they know that when a plant grows 

well in the coming years, they will have contributed to that process! 

One group were eyeing up the potato plants, so we pulled one up with 

slight trepidation, hoping there would be more than a few little marble 

sized spuds underneath ï it was like discovering buried treasure ï an 

abundance of golden potatoes, almost gleaming against the dark crumbly 

soil, and the group (teachers included) let out a collective gasp of 

amazement! All I had in my pocket was a poo bag, but it served an 

alternative purpose as a potato sack, and the group were able to take their 

golden bounty home with them. 

They finished by planting up two beds of insect friendly flowers (cosmos, 

single dahlias, and verbena bonariensis) helped by kind volunteers- 

Sarah, Annie, Kate, and Alan. A good number of the plants got squashed 

in the minor chaos, but I think we should end up with something lovely 

in a couple of months ï come back and see in September, Sarratt School! 
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 Book Review 

 

óTurn a Blind Eyeô  by Jeffrey Archer        330 pages 

 
Popular in some 40 countries and each new book a best seller, Jeffrey Archer 

remains a guilty pleasure for many people. Criticisms abound - clunky, 

implausible plots, one dimensional characters and unrealistic dialogue 

provide plenty of ammunition for the naysayers. But - and it is a big but - his 

books sell in vast quantities and few other authors can more justly be 

described as producing real ópage turnersô. A tired clich® but justified. 

This latest novel reflects, expands on and caricatures Archer's own prison 

experience. The third novel in the Detective Inspector William Warwick 

series, it worryingly displays bent coppers, subservient and corrupt prison 

guards, an amoral barrister, and untrustworthy juries. It paints much of the 

criminal justice and legal world in a sad light. Elements of truth or Archerôs 

jaundiced view of that world? Probably some of both, but what we do have 

is a fast moving, at times gripping yarn. A charismatic detective is on the 

take, while colluding with one powerful drug dealing family and arresting 

members of a similar one. óChoirboyô D.I. Warwick is out to get him but is 

hampered by a romantic attachment with a bent copper of an of the 

investigating team and the return from enforced retirement of another 

corrupt policeman. There are some rather unrealistic court scenes; family 

complications; not very bright baddies blatantly trying to outdo other 

baddies; an unlikely disguise; and endless concealments behind pillars to 

overhear and oversee conversations. At times risible while remaining 

enjoyable. 

Archerôs later books don't have the epic sweep of his excellent óKane and 

Abelô or the óClifton Chroniclesô. But if you can get beyond the valid 

criticisms (and Jeffrey Archerôs history, leading some to avoid his writing 

altogether) what you have is basically a simple, readable, swift story without 

the intricate complexities of, for example, a Le Carré novel. 

Easy reading, loose ends preparing for another in the sequence, characters 

who are either evil or angelic, edgy but sanitised; this is the stuff to read on a 

quiet afternoon on the beach or when there's no decent sport on TV. And to 

admit quietly to your friends that despite it all you do enjoy an Archer novel! 

 

Jeff Baker 
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Sarratt Horticultural Society Outing to  

The RHS 's Hyde Hall Gardens on 15th July . 
 

This was the first 'Horty Outing' since the 

start of Covid, on a coach to the gardens 

in Essex of Hyde Hall!  We had all signed 

up enthusiastically at the very idea of 

going anywhere in a group that was not a 

'Bubble', and to Gardens other than our 

own or a neighbourôs. But a stranger 

watching would have seen a slight 

quietness come over each person as they fixed their mask and went 

tentatively up the steps onto the Coach. This was the real world we 

had so reluctantly left behind almost eighteen months earlier but 

which now seemed perhaps a little daunting. 

The journey was smooth, though not of any scenic interest and at last 

we were standing on the grass being talked to by a real, not virtual, 

member of the Hyde Hall RHS staff.  This in itself was a novelty. 

We split up into small groups, clutching the complicated maps we had 

been given, ready to explore the gardens of Hyde Hall, only 11 miles 

from the Coast, and in one of the driest areas in Essex. It had 

originally been a typical Essex Arable 

Farm and then a private garden 

developed by a couple who had been 

passionate about gardening, but who 

found themselves on a treeless, dry, 

windy site on heavy clay.  In 1993 it was 

acquired by the RHS who decided to 

plant the 24 acres of hillside rolling 

down into a valley, as a mix of mostly domestic garden areas to 

demonstrate what is possible in such arid conditions . 

Even well into a year of such strange weather conditions as this one, 

there was plenty to see and many ideas to take home. 

The glory of the Cottage Garden was definitely the hollyhocks, which 

stood proud above the variety of other typical English cottage plants. 


